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Water Vault Beautification

“Getting to know your neighbors can make the difference between
merely residing on a street or living in a community of friends that
welcome you home.”
busy prettying-up the vault area and
making the area inside the loop even
nicer than before. Volunteers found interesting ways to use the multitude of
rocks dug up during the vault excavation.

As Larry Herring has said in a community wide email posting “We were able
to clear out dirt around the base of some
trees that got buried during the installation, pick up a bunch of rocks from the
island, build a little wall around the water
Water Vault on Mountain Field Trail
vault pipes, smooth things out, and add
some rocks to the entrance and exit of our new
Horizons Village now has
culvert on that circle.”
two water vaults!
Now, volunteers are planning to lay fertilizer to the
As reported before, thanks to a spebare soil, spread a winter
cial grant from the Virginia Departrye cover crop, and top it
ment of Forestry and the contracting
off with topsoil and hay.
work of Wintergreen Fire and ResNext spring the soil
cue, we received a new water vault
should be ready for
this year. At the recommendation of
planting of native shrubs
the Wintergreen Fire and Rescue
and ground cover. A big
chief, it was installed at the end of
thank you to all those
Mountain Field Trail. Since then,
who are contributing to
community volunteers have been
this effort!
Rock Wall protecting a red oak in circle

May 7, 2016
(visit WildfirePrepDay.org)
National Wildfire Community Preparedness Day
Commit a couple of hours, or the entire day, and watch as your actions positively contribute
to reducing your community’s wildfire risk. Challenge your friends, your family, relatives,
faith-based group or youth organization to develop a project and join others throughout the
nation in making big changes. Your efforts will help raise wildfire awareness, promote collaboration and bring neighbors together to work on projects that can help protect homes,
neighborhoods and entire communities from future wildfire risk or current post-fire impacts.
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Firewise Volunteer Work Day
On October 17th, volunteers from our community
worked on Treehouse Place. It was the last area in
Horizons Village that needed clearing to be in accordance with Firewise standards. The volunteers did
ditch cleaning and canopy trimming along Treehouse
Place from Mountain Field Trail to the circle. The debris collected was chipped in November by Lawnsharks under the auspices of Virginia Forestry Department. The result is very nice! You can see that brush
has been cleared at least 6 feet from the road’s edge
and the canopy has been trimmed at least 13 feet
above the roadway. Trees grow, so this activity will
be a constant for our community – keeping the roads
both free for fire and rescue vehicles and able to
serve as a firebreak should the worst happen.

Here’s an Idea

Volunteers are not paid — not because they are worthless, but
because they are priceless

Treehouse Place cleared 6 feet from the roads edge and
up at least 13 feet.

“Many eyes go through the meadow, but few see the flowers in it” Ralph Waldo Emerson

Do you think we can get enough
volunteers to combine the activities of Firewise and the chipping
services offered to us by the Virginia Forestry Department and
our maintenance of the Lower
Commons? The Firewise Committee would like to ask the community to consider combining
next year’s volunteer efforts for
Firewise and for the Lower Common Area. From these pictures
Debris in Cindy’s Meadow
of areas in the Lower Commons,
with many volunteers we could clean up fallen and dead branches in the
Lower Commons and move them to a place for Firewise chipping. If we did
Debris in Cindy’s Meadow
this in the coming year, we could improve the fire resistance of this important
part of our community. In addition, the area must first be cleaned up before it is bush-hogged. This is the year for
bush-hogging, an activity we do to control the invasive species and keep the area open for all to enjoy.
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