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Horizons Village Firewise
Community Workday
Sunday, April 3rd, was a Firewise workday for Horizons Village.
Seventeen residents (17) spent approximately three (3) hours
each to clear dead brush, cut down trees, and otherwise improve the safety and utility of the community’s Lower Commons
Area. All told, this amounts to $1,176.57 for use as our costshare of Firewise grant money from the Department of Forestry
this year. The large volunteer turnout was due to the combined
efforts of the Firewise Committee and the Lower Commons
Committee and the wonderful weather. Keeping areas of heavy
use, like our Lower Commons Area, free of fuel for wildfires is
as much a part of fire mitigation for Horizons Village as is keeping our road sides and canopies free of foliage and hanging branches. While we were unable to chip the collected branches on Sunday due to a delay in the Department of Forestry processing our grant request, we expect
to eventually be able to chip most of the materials collected. A big thank-you goes out to those residents who
made this the largest volunteer effort yet in Horizons Village. With these kinds of efforts we are less likely to experience the random forest fires that have occurred this year on the other side of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Our National
Wildfire
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Preparedness
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Photo 1: Part of Lower Commons and Firewise cleanup crew.

“Volunteers are not paid — not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless
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Put This on Your “To Do” List

After this year, Horizons
Village will no longer be
receiving its “start-up”
grant for chipping and other activities in its strategic plan. Nevertheless, some activities must go on. One in particular, that is critical to safety and wildfire mitigation
within the community, is continued maintenance of the roadsides and the canopy
over the road. Continuing to keep these clear not only allows access to fire-fighting
vehicles but also maintains firebreaks. Yes, roads can serve as effective firebreaks,
but only if we keep them clear up to 6 feet from the road’s edge and 13 feet over the
road. Most of this effort will fall upon individual property owners. In Photo 2, some
trees are leaning over the road and could fall onto the road, blocking it until they are
Photo 2: Trees leaning over our
removed. Another common problem is vines or
roads.
branches that already dangle over the road and could
inhibit the passing of fire-fighting equipment, as seen in
Photo 3. But, an even more serious issue is that of the dying pine trees. You have probably noticed that pine-bark
beetles have infested many of the pine trees in our community, eventually killing them, and causing them to fall.
When that happens along our roads, it is a serious problem, because these trees are often among the largest in
the community. Photo 4 shows an infected and dying pine
tree and this damage can serve as an important sign that
the tree is on the path to eventually falling. When we see
this, especially on a tree alongside the road, the home
Photo 3: Curling, troublesome vines. owner needs to remove it because sooner or later it will
fall, and, in this case, will fall onto the road. So please
keep an eye out for these issues and make the effort to remedy them before they bePhoto 4: Pine Bark Beetle Infested Tree
come even more serious. Let’s all work to keep our community Firewise.

Although he is looking a bit weather-worn in Photo 5,
Smokey is alerting us to the current High Level of the danger of fire. With recent high winds and dry atmosphere
fire is easier to start and, once started, can spread rapidly. Keep an eye on workers in our community, especially now that the fiber optic cable is being laid, that they don’t smoke and discard their cigarettes while working in Horizons Village. Thanks to Randy Whiting for keeping
in touch with the Department of Forestry and updating Smokey every day.

Smokey’s Warning

Photo 5: Smokey’s Warning
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